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recover her strength, when at any time a descent on Africa
might have crushed her. They could not see the danger of a
Punic occupation of Iberia. They could not believe that the
Phoenicians would again wage an offensive war. They had
unnecessarily quarreled with Macedonia. They had failed
to finish the work of conquering the Celts and seizing the
avenues of the Alps. They had delayed any systematic
action on the mere notion that the next Punic war must be
waged in Africa, until the enemy himself had decided on the
theatre of war. The manifest Eoman plan was to land in
Africa while holding the Carthaginians in Spain by a stout
diversion there. This they had failed to do with energy or
speed. If they had been half as active as Hannibal, they
could, with their fleet, have easily placed an army on the
Ebro before Hannibal could reach it. As it was, Hanni-
bal found none but natives on the Ebro; the consul Scipio
had been detained on the Po by a threatened insurrection,
which Hannibal's emissaries had been the means of raising.
Had the Eomans made a stout contest for Spain, Hannibal
could not have left it. The fortunes of Carthage were too
much bound up in the peninsula, as Hannibal later found to
his sorrow. Had the Romans even delayed his advance a
month more, snow would have closed the Alps, and they
could have fallen on Africa unopposed. But Rome could
scarcely conceive boldness such as Hannibal's. Time seemed
ample to do things in her own way.

Hannibal was thirty-one years old when at the end of May,
B. c. 218, he left New Carthage on his great expedition. The
Spanish army was distributed in a very sensible fashion to
meet the wants of Carthage, Spain and the " Army of It-
aly." It was altogether a fine body of men. It had no merce-
naries, except a few Ligurians. The bulk of the forces were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 en-
